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in this life, and seeks that inspiration in much prayer and recourse
to God Himself. "When that is done, the matter is largely taken out
of our own hands....

Edward went up to Hickleton to talk it over, and after some
discussion Halifax said: 'Never mind about the consequences.
If you really try to discover what you ought to do, and then do
it, you need never reproach yourself afterwards. What we
must do is to say our prayers.*

They went to Mass together on the day of St. Simon and St.
Jude (Oct. 28th), and when they came out of church, Halifax
said: 'Well, I think you ought to go.'

'So do I,* replied his son.

"Then that's settled, and don't let us talk about it any more/

There was, of course, the question of die children. But horrid
as it would be leaving them it is the sort of thing people who un-
dertake great posts have to do. ... As for me, it would almost
certainly be goodbye, but at my age that again is not a matter of
any real importance either to you or to me----6

The offer was accepted. Deeply as Halifax felt the parting it
would mean, he was sure that his son was right to go; and it
pleased him that in India Edward would be carrying on the dis-
tinguished work of his grandfather, the first Secretary of State.
The future Viceroy became Baron Irwin of Kirby Underdale,
a tide recalling the old Scottish viscounty of Irwin held by the
Ingrains of Temple Newsam.

Halifax, having said that he could scarcely hope to be alive
when his son came back from India, inwardly made up his
mind not to die before 1931. *I am concentrating all my ener-
gies, will power and intentions in doing all I can to manage
living till you come home,*7 he wrote on May lath 1927. More
than once he contemplated a visit to India. The possibility of
going tiger-shooting enthralled him. * What I should like to see
would be the tiger springing at the elephant on which I was, and